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1. Collection 1 – Proverbs of Solomon & the Wise (Solomon’s Collection)
     (1:1 – 24:34) – 968 – 946 B.C., Israel
     A. Section 1 – Proverbs of Solomon (1:1 – 22:16)

         1). Sub-Section 1 – "The Proverbs of Solomon, Son of David" (1:1 – 9:18)
              a). Purpose: To teach the fear of the LORD, the beginning of wisdom (1:1-7, esp. 7)
              b). Precepts: The seductions of folly verses the attractions of wisdom (1:8 – 9:18)
                   (1). Part 1: (1:8  – 4:27)

                         (a). Folly: Wicked Companions Bring Death (1:8–19)
                         (b). Wisdom: Wisdom Brings Life and reward (1:20 – 4:27)
                   (2). Part 2: (5:1  – 6:19)

                         (a). Folly: Adulterous Women Bring Suffering and Death (5:1–15)
                         (b). Wisdom: Safety by Marital Love + Diligence in Wisdom (5:16 – 6:19)
                   (3). Part 3: (6:20 – 9:18)

                         (a). Folly: Adulterous Women Bring Deceit & Death (6:20 – 7:27)
                         (b). Wisdom: It Brings Favor from the LORD, Kings, & Rulers (8:1 – 9:18)
         2). Sub-Section 2 – "The Proverbs of Solomon" (10:1 – 22:16)

     Note: This section builds on the previous section by offering a series of contrasts between the wise and the foolish and between wisdom and folly in general. Having offered a strong persuasion in the previous section to follow wisdom, the author now shows what wisdom is in daily life. In the latter sections the proverbs are generally arranged individually, and groupings are less frequent and mainly shorter.
     B. Section 2 – Sayings of the Wise (22:17 – 24:34):
           “pay attention and listen to the sayings of the wise”

     Note: If Ecclesiastes 12:9 refers to Solomon, this collection may be one of those which he “searched out and arranged.” (See also 1 Kings 4:32). The same is true for the last group of proverbs (30:1 – 33:31).
         1). Sub-Section 1 – "The Sayings of the Wise" (22:17 – 24:22)

         2). Sub-Section 2 – "These Also are the Sayings of the Wise" (24:23 – 24:34)

2. Collection 2 – Proverbs of Solomon & the Wise (Hezekiah's Collection)
      (25:1 -31:31) – 968 - 946 B.C., Israel
    A. Section 1 – Proverbs of Solomon (25:1 – 29:27)

          “These are also proverbs which the men of Hezekiah King of Judah copied out.”
     Note: This shows that the Book of Proverbs reached its final form in Hezekiah’s time (715–686 B.C.) – about 230 years or more after the death of Solomon (971–931 B.C.). The copyists may have been Isaiah, Micah, Hosea, Eliakim, Joah, Shebna or other inspired men. The proverbs may have been collected from the 3,000 Proverbs mentioned in 1 Kings 4:32 and / or official records. The new collection may have been compiled about 713 B.C., around the time when Hezekiah invited Israelites from the other tribes to partake of the passover and to be instructed in the law (2 Chronicles 30).
    B. Section 2 - Sayings of the Wise (30:1 – 31:31)

        1). Sub-Section 1 – "The Sayings of Agur, Son of Jakeh" (30:1 – 30:33)

        2). Sub-Section 2 – "The Sayings of King Lemuel – an oracle his mother taught him"

               (31:1 – 31:31)

     Note: Some consider Proverbs 31:10–31 (The Excellent Wife) to be a separate section perhaps by someone other than Lemuel. It is an acrostic poem and so is different from the previous material. However, it is different only in form, not in content. It fits with Lemuel’s previous material which warns against the wrong kind of women, strong drink, and injustice. It gives a positive picture of a worthy woman who would make a good wife.

     Also notice that Chapter 31 forms a fitting end to the Book of Proverbs. Solomon began the book with an exhortation to his son (Proverbs 1:8). The book then devotes 30 chapters of instruction in how to become the right kind of man. Chapter 31 closes with instruction in what kind of woman is suitable for a man who is thoroughly trained in wisdom.
